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commanded the Prussian left wing, had directed, its
attack upon the wrong point. Instead of marching up
till he was opposite Kreczor, and then fronting to the
right and commencing his attack, he halted and fronted
some 1,000 paces too soon, and assailed the Austrians at
a point where they never ought to have been assailed,
and where he could be of no use to Hiilsen. Nor
was this all. Frederick had given the most distinct
orders that the right wing should not engage at all, but
remain on the high road as a reserve to be called up in
case of need. But when the need came it was not to be
had ; the impetuosity of General Mannstein, who com-
manded a brigade in it, had involved it in a general
engagement with the Austrian left, and it could not be
recalled. These two mistakes lost the day. Instead of
the whole Prussian force being massed on the point
where most impression could be made, it was broken up
into detachments, attacking disjointedly all along the
Austrian line.
The Prussian soldiers fought splendidly, but they
were overpowered by numbers, and by the well-sustained
fire of the Austrian artillery. Several regi- Defeat of the
ments were almost annihilated. Yet the un- Prussians-
equal contest was long maintained ; and at one time the
issue seemed so doubtful that Daun had actually given
the order to retreat, when a brilliant episode turned the
scale in his favour. In the Austrian army that day there
were three Saxon cavalry regiments which had been in
Poland at the time of Pirna. The commander of one of
these regiments, Lieutenant-Colonel Benkendorf, saw
his opportunity, and, without waiting for orders, made a
furious onslaught on the shattered Prussian battalions.
The Saxons charged through their broken ranks, and, as
they sabred them down, cried out, ' This is for Striegau,'
Striegau being the name they gave to the battle of
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